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DONGARA DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [9.44 am]:  My grievance is to the minister representing the Minister for 
Education and Training and is with reference to Dongara District High School.  Dongara District High is the 
only school in the community of Dongara-Denison, one of the most rapidly growing areas in regional Western 
Australia.  I was made aware of this issue several years ago, but I was made even more aware of it last year 
during the lead-up to the state election.  Many children within the community of Dongara-Denison attend 
Dongara District High.  Dongara District High is the only school that has a preprimary, a primary and a high 
school at the same location.  It is the only education precinct in that community.  We all know about the recent 
storms that impacted so severely on the south west of the state.  I was particularly interested in the member for 
Bunbury’s comments about the damage to St Patrick’s Cathedral in Bunbury.  There was also a significant 
amount of damage in Dongara.  That underlined to me once again the parlous state of the buildings at Dongara 
District High.  Dongara District High was established in 1972.  More than 10 of the buildings on that campus are 
what we would describe as demountables or transportables.  When those transportables arrived at the location 
they were not brand new; they were second-hand and had come from several other locations around the state.  
The majority of those transportables have now been in that location for well over 10 years.  Dongara District 
High has roughly 400 pupils.  One of the difficulties with these transportable buildings is that they are frequently 
damaged by weather conditions and made uninhabitable for classroom activities.  During the storm that occurred 
a fortnight ago, a roof was torn off one of the transportables, and some of the others were severely damaged.  It 
was the community of Dongara-Denison that came to the party and made the necessary repairs to those 
transportables.  I consulted with the people in the community who had effected those repairs, and they said that 
even though those repairs had been done, a considerable amount of wind and rain will still get into the 
transportables and they will continue to be very inhospitable for providing a decent teaching environment.  I also 
spoke to the principal of Dongara District High, Janine Calver.  Janine Calver has been at that school since the 
beginning of this year.  She has had several conversations with the Department of Education and Training about 
the circumstances that prevail at Dongara District High.  I suggest to the minister representing the Minister for 
Education and Training that the school requires a considerable capital upgrade.  I would encourage both the 
Minister for Education and Training and the minister representing the Minister for Education and Training to go 
to Dongara District High to see at first-hand the conditions in which not only the students but also the teachers 
are required to work.  They are conditions that we would not want our sons and daughters, be they teachers or 
students, to work in, because they are conditions that should have been attended to a long time ago.   

Another issue is that all the students in Dongara-Denison are located on the same campus.  There is a strong 
demand by the community for a separate primary school in that precinct, even if that were only across the oval 
from where the senior school is located.  There is a feeling that the mixture of preschool, primary school and 
senior school students through to year 12 is not a happy combination.  There are 251 students in the primary 
school and 103 students in the high school.  If my maths serve me correctly - I got to only year 7 in maths, so the 
minister may forgive me for some inaccuracy here - there is an average of 35 students in each primary school 
classroom and 20 in each high school classroom.  That is one of the reasons that I believe - I think I would find 
support in the community when I say this - that at the end of their children’s primary school years, many parents 
vote with their feet and remove their children from Dongara District High and send them either 68 kilometres 
north to Geraldton on the school bus, or to Perth; or the parents themselves might decide to move to Geraldton or 
Perth.  I am asking the government for a commitment to take a serious look at the conditions at Dongara District 
High.  An injection of capital would be very welcome and very well spent.  Dongara-Denison is a growing 
community.  It is a community that has enjoyed a lot of support from the government for its health services.  An 
indication from this government that it is prepared to look at Dongara District High School with regard to an 
injection of capital works and the segregation of students into a separate primary school and high school precinct 
would be most welcome.  

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Minister for State Development) [9.50 am]:  First, I thank the member 
for Greenough for bringing this issue to Parliament.  I do not doubt the truth of his comments about these 
facilities.  I went to Dongara District High School twice when Minister for Education and Training, and I recall 
that it was a very good school.  I have not met Janine Calver who started as principal only this year.  The 
previous principal is now the principal at Geraldton Secondary College. 

Mr G.A. Woodhams:  Gary Simmons. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Gary is an outstanding educator and leading a good, vibrant school and achieving 
excellent results.  I recall that a large number of demountable or transportable buildings were located at Dongara, 
although I thought some upgrade of the administration block had occurred in recent years. 

Mr G.A. Woodhams:  In administration, certainly.  
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Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The school was brilliantly presented.  It is true to say that the district high school 
students predominantly range from kindergarten to year 10.  Prior to that, it was a year 1 to 10 school.  The 
majority of students beyond year 10 travel 65 kilometres up the road to Geraldton Secondary College, and only a 
handful of students stay at Dongara District High School to year 12.  However, with the changes to be made to 
the school leaving age requirements, it is anticipated that student numbers will grow in years 11 and 12 and the 
community believes improvements at the school site are needed. 

I was unaware of any damage due to the recent storms.  Again, it is an issue I can take up with the Minister for 
Education and Training.  I have a meeting after grievances with Department of Education and Training officials, 
including the facilities manager, Steve Harvey, to prepare for the estimates committee hearings at which I will 
represent the Minister for Education and Training.  I will discuss the damage situation and the broader situation 
with him and Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. 

I understand the member’s comments about the separation of primary students and secondary students in a 
school.  I believe that there is often undue anxiety about the common presence of one school campus of 
secondary and primary students.  First, most major private schools have years K to 12 on the same location.  I 
find it ironic when I hear parents in government primary schools complaining about the prospect of younger and 
older students being located on the one public school campus; these parents use this as one reason for moving 
their children to a private school.  All Saints College was often brought to my attention, where years K to 12 are 
located on the one campus.  The changes introduced under the previous government and continued under this 
government regarding the age at which students exit primary school and the reconfiguration of middle schooling 
has meant some schools, like Kinross College, have years 5 to 10.  Is that correct?  

Mrs D.J. Guise:  It is years 6 to 10. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thought it was 5 to 10.  The age breaks are blurring.  There is a belief in the 
community that something is wrong with younger students being on the same campus with older students.  It is a 
bit like the perception about multi-age groupings; that is, that there is something wrong with year 2 and 3 split 
classes.  Educationally, that is a good thing, and it is a good thing educationally to have a large age range on a 
single campus.  I take the member’s point: potentially anyway, different age groups on the same campus but with 
separate facilities would be the ideal circumstance.  This has always been the case with junior schools with 
kindergarten at primary schools.  Many primary schools had junior primary from years 1 to 3, and then a 
separate school altogether for older age groups.  That issue will probably never go away.  There will always be 
people who for one reason or another prefer to have their younger children separated from older students.  I will 
raise that as a matter of concern from the school community to the minister. 

There are 436 students at Dongara District High School.  The mid west area is very well served educationally, 
both publicly and with private and Catholic schools.  A lot of investment has gone into Geraldton Secondary 
College in particular, which services the Irwin-Dongara area.  The reconfiguration of Geraldton Senior High 
School and John Willcock Senior High School was carried out with good education outcomes in mind.  The 
original reconfiguration failed, and we reorganised it so that John Willcock College has become a stand-alone 
middle school.  It is well resourced.  Geraldton Secondary College has a magnificent arts centre, and it does not 
surprise me that many parents in the Dongara and wider area, if they can, put their children into Geraldton 
Secondary College because of the facilities, greater subject choice and greater number of students.  Better 
education outcomes are achieved with large student numbers rather than very small numbers.  As surprising as 
that may seem to some people, it is a fact. 

Mr G. Woodhams:  John Willcock College and Geraldton Secondary College have two fantastic principals 
aiding our system. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes.  An allocation of $4 million was made this year for major upgrades and 
improvements at Geraldton Secondary College and John Willcock College as part of a $15 million program.  
Further away in the member’s electorate, $2.6 million has been allocated for Kalbarri District High School.  I 
must admit that it was an embarrassment to me that I could not get money to Kalbarri earlier.  However, a good 
plan is in place for Kalbarri. 

Dongara is growing, and the school facility must be addressed.  What will be the future of the school and how 
will growing numbers of students be accommodated?  I take the grievance on board and I will pass on the 
member’s concerns to the Department of Education and Training today and to the minister as soon as possible.   
 


